89.   WORSE THAN MARTIAL LAW
For the time that savage repression continues, I must fill the
pages of Toung India with authentic tales of repression till India
puts an end to it by an act of supreme sacrifice. I call the re-
pression savage because it is wooden, wild, uncultivated, cruel.
Grant that there is intimidation and even violence resorted to by
some non-co-operators in pursuit of hartal or other activity. Is it
difficult to find and punish the culprits ? If the Government
cannot get witnesses, does it not show that the whole populace is
behind the so-called intimidation? An act, however reprehensible
in itself, when it becomes the act of a people, ceases to be a crime
capable of being dealt with by its laws. Therefore, repression by
an irresponsible government can never be a popular act or an act
designed for the safety of the people. But in the present instance,
repression is designed to suppress the rising agitation directed
against the misdeeds of the Government and is, therefore, doubly
unpardonable.
However, it is not the purpose of this article to demonstrate
its unjustifiable character, but to demonstrate its brutal quality,
to show that it is worse than martial law*
The Punjab martial law was comparatively a civilized mea-
sure and being so named at least served the purpose of producing
a shock* The acts now being done under the protection of the ordi-
nary law but really without any law at all are absolutely without any
check. Martial law has its own code of honour, but this state of
lawlessness has none.
Take the Faridpur flogging, Dr, Maitra is a well-known
physician of Calcutta. He is a non-party man. He has given a
graphic report of his visit to the Faridpur JaiL Two cultured
men,, one a head master, were tied to a whipping triangle and
whipped for the offence evidently of not salaaming the jail offi-
cials. When Dr, Maitra visited the jail, the punishment was not
even registered anywhere. He found many prisoners including
under-trial ones in handcuffs for whole nights. One prisoner had
standing handcuffs for three days.
Nearly double the number of prisoners have been huddled together in
particular rooms or cells of the jail than their allotted capacity of acco-
mmodation, without adequate attention to their diet, clothes and bedding
in this cold weather*